Barneveld Lutheran December 2020

Mission: We are called to be Christ’s Light...in all things we are committed to seeking & following
God’s will and not our own. Believe It! Live It! Come to it!

Greetings BLC Family,

On the one hand we just had Thanksgiving, where does the time go? On the other
hand, | don’t think 2020 is ever going to end!!! LOL. On behalf of the Council we hope you
had a very blessed Thanksgiving!! When | start my list of what I'm thankful for it starts
with COVID 19 and Pastor Jim leaving, and it seems maybe my list of things to be thankful for will be very
short this year. Very wrong. There is so much to be thankful for even in a year like this one. My list is too
long to share but suffice it to say that my family and | are very thankful for all the goodness God blesses
us with. Good health and each other would top the list and then it goes from there.

We would again like to thank Pastor Rich Mc Leer for filling in for us through November by recording
worship. The council is moving forward with what we need to do to keep the process moving forward in
our search for a new Pastor. Council was able to have a meet and greet Zoom meeting with Pastor Erich
Hartenberger who will be our Interim Pastor through our call process. Ve have had one hiccup and that
is, Pastor Erich will not be able to join us until the first of the year. That means we are searching for a
supply Pastor to take us through the Christmas Season. We are looking into that now, but we may have a
Christmas Season of worship unlike any other we’ve been able to share in the past. The search

continues...........

Again, thank you to all who faithfully give of your treasures to the church be it through automatic
giving, mailing your donations or through Tithe-ly. We have been very fortunate with where we are finan-
cially. Although we find ourselves a bit behind for the year, I'm sure we would all agree it could be a
whole lot worse. I'm sorry if the tone of this letter is not more uplifting but | think prayer helps that. It
won'’t be long and we’ll have a vaccine for the pandemic, we'll have our Interim Pastor in place and we’'ll
be headed toward a new pastor and a new chapter in the life of BLC. We just need to keep our focus on

Hope!!

Emily Dickinson wrote: Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul, and sings a tune without
words.......... and never stops at all!

Thanksgiving Blessings BLC,

Jeff Ziegler,
Council President




/Y & LITTLE FREE LIBRARY o'
= TAKE A BOOK + SHARE A BOOK

Did you know that Barneveld has 2 Little Free Libraries?

One is by Barneveld Lutheran and the other one is on Business
ID in the green space between Robust Tools and Shenanigans
Sports Pub. There are a variety of children's and adult books in
these libraries just waiting to be read.

Reading has been shown to put our brains into a state similar
to meditation, and it brings the same health benefits of deep
relaxation and inner calm. Regular readers sleep better, have
lower stress levels, higher self-esteem, and lower rates of
depression than non-readers.

Why not read as a way to spend some time while we are staying
close to home, especially now in the cold months. Reading to/
with our children and grandchildren is good for us and the kids.

MATTERS

Stay Connected To
Synod Happenings,
News, & Events!

Grow in your faith and
leadership! Stay con-
nected to exciting
events and stories of
our faith in action in
our synod! To sign up
for synod news, please
email Assistant to the
Bishop for Synodical
Life, Deacon Vicki Han-
rahan at
vickih@scsw-elca.org
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